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News and notes

National Conference on Ethics
Committees

A conference entitled Keeping Ethics in Ethics
Committees will be held on April 5th and 6th
this year at the Hershey Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa.
The sponsors are the College of Physicians,
The Hastings Center and the Delaware Valley
Ethics Committee Network.

Registration details from Philip Boyle, Associate
for Medical Ethics, The Hastings Center, 255 Elm
Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510. Telephone:
(914) 762 8500; Fax: (914) 762 2124.
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must never, in any circumstances or for any reason, lie,
more conducive, or less, to the welfare of mankind in
general than a system which admits at least some lies in
some circumstances to be at least permissible?
Berkeley holds, by implication, that ‘Thou shalt not
lie, ever’ is obviously the only admissible principle. He
is not obviously right. Of course Berkeley is not alone
in this respect; his near kinsmen, the Utilitarians, were
also inclined to suggest that, once their theory were
accepted, then solution of ‘the particulars’ would be
simple, or at any rate much simplified; even Kant fell
victim to the corresponding illusion. Moral
philosophers, it seems, are strangely reluctant to
recognise that even a quite clear and simple-looking
ethical theory will not magically simplify the sometimes
insolubly complicated, convoluted dilemmas of moral
practice.

Finally, Berkeley was surely wrong in the particular
instance, in relation to which he deploys his general
theory. His particular object in Passive Obedience is to
argue that established political authority must not be

means, accordingly, that no political authority may ever
permissibly be resisted, in any circumstances. On his
own view, he should have been able to make this clear
‘without much difficulty’, and indeed he claims that he
has actually done so. But if we set the case out clearly —
if we see him to be committed to maintaining that a
system of principles, which includes an absolute
prohibition against offering resistance, ever, to any
political authority however wicked or sanguinary or
oppressive, is more conducive to the welfare of
mankind than would be a system which allowed such
resistance to be sometimes at least permissible — then
the merit of his argument looks rather more than
doubtful. Perhaps, even here, it is not simply and
completely obvious that his contention is wrong. But at
any rate it is not, as on his own view it ought to be, just
obviously right.

Geoffrey Warnock was Principal of Hertford College,
Oxford from 1971 to 1988 and Vice-Chancellor of Oxford

resisted — that that is a precept of morality, and thatit University from 1981 to 1985.
News and notes
Newsletter from IME

As part of its development programme the Institute
of Medical Ethics (IME) is producing a quarterly
newsletter for members. Membership of the IME is
available (cost £10 pa, students £5) by application to
Dr R West, General Secretary of the Institute of
Medical Ethics, c/o the Department of Child
Health, St George’s Hospital Medical School,
Blackshaw Road, London SW17 ORG.
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Medical groups associated with the
Institute of Medical Ethics have been
established in British university
teaching hospitals. Each academic year
they arrange programmes of lectures
and symposia on issues raised by the
practice of medicine which concern
other disciplines. Although these
programmes are addressed primarily to
medical, nursing and other hospital
students they are open to all members
of the medical, nursing and allied
professions. There is no fee for
attendance. Lecture lists are available
by direct application to the appropriate
co-ordinating secretary named above.
A stamped addressed A4 envelope
would be appreciated.



